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Hebrews 1:1 – 14

Many people assume that Paul wrote most of the New Testament and therefore must have authored Hebrews as well. This is most probably not the case. Paul always identified himself in his letters, but this author does not. There are also verses which indicate a different background than Paul’s. Though we don’t know for sure who penned Hebrews, we can safely assume that he was well-respected within the church and seen as one with authority and wisdom. One of the early church fathers, around A.D. 200, indicated that Barnabas was the author. This would make sense. He was the companion of Paul on his first missionary journey and later was a missionary who worked at the same time as Paul. He introduced and defended Paul to the Jerusalem saints. Another possible author, put forth by Martin Luther, is Apollos, whom Luke described as a wise man and great orator with a deep knowledge of Scripture. He also was well known and respected in the Christian community. Both of these men were Jewish Christians and well able to speak to the Hebrew Christians whom this epistle addresses. 

Was Hebrews an early letter? We know that it was written prior to A.D. 70 when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the temple. The author’s subject matter makes it impossible to assume that he would not have mentioned such an important event concerning Judaism and its practices. 


In chapter 1, we note immediately the author’s emphasis on Jesus’ person. He was chosen by God; He created the world along with the Father; He was praised by the Old Testament writers; He has revealed the true nature of the Father to the world; He has brought salvation to His people; He sits at the right hand of the Father. We also see in chapter 1 a facet of this author less prevalent in Paul, the missionary to the Gentiles. The author of Hebrews pens a lengthy list of quotations from the Old Testament, obviously in an encouragement to Christians who have spent their lives with the Old Testament writings.
